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Quotes in this booklet come from 

Asphyxiating Culture by Jean DuBuffet; 

except the ones that don’t.

This is non-sequitur-ism as art practice.  

Click here. Click here. Click here.  

Aren’t you making it up as you go along, too?







ME



“Because I was coming from the psychedelic 

milieu. I never made any differentiation between 

various forms of art. I thought the effect was 

what was most important. And when I went to 

school, undergraduate school, my teachers were 

basically Greenbergian formalists. Art, to them, 

was all about truth to materials. And I was going 

like, ‘I don’t give a shit about truth in materials. 

I mean materials are what you make them do. 

Materials have no truth. There’s no inherent truth 

in materials.’”

—Mike Kelley, 2004



“Calm is the one thing that will never let us 

down… Ethics lets us down? The sense of duty 

lets us down? Honesty lets us down? Curiosity 

lets us down? Loves lets us down? Bravery lets 

us down? Art lets us down? That’s right, said the 

voice, everything lets us down… except calm, 

calm is the one thing that never lets us down… 

though that’s no guarantee of anything, I have to 

tell you.”

—Roberto Bolaño; 2666



“Nature has formed nothing that does not consume 

itself, and every object near it; so that, surrounded 

by earth and air, and all the active powers, I 

wander on my way with aching heart; and the 

universe is to me a fearful monster, forever 

devouring its own offspring.”

—Johann Wolfgang von Goethe;  

The Sorrows of Young Werther



“All art is symbolic to some extent. I do not 

believe in nonrepresentational art. I think it’s 

a fallacy. So, the paintbrush is an extension of 

a writing implement. And the paintbrush is an 

extension of something that’s meant to produce a 

symbolic mark for others to read. And art, for me, 

is a shared activity. A social activity. It’s not about 

privacy. It’s not about personal expression. It’s 

about communication. And so, the paintbrush is 

an extension of a writing implement.”

 

—Mike Kelley, 2004





“Art used to be seen as a personal sickness that 

showed your genius… like how you were better 

than other people. In actuality, art is just saying, 

‘Let’s just point this out and we can talk about 

it.’ I’m no different from you. I’m no better than 

you. I’m no more special than you… I’m no genius 

that cut off my ear. I’m just another schmuck like 

you… A lot of artists are professional fools… what 

I dislike about a lot of Contemporary Art is that 

they want to be hipsters… they’re not willing to 

be fools. They’re not willing to put themselves on 

the line in some shared emotional way. They want 

to be better than other people. And that, to me, 

worse than the old idea about being the outsider… 

being tragic… being suicidal and all that crap. 

Instead they want to be like a fucking rock star. 

They want to be better. They want to be Brittany 

Spears. And it’s like… I don’t want to see a bunch 

of artists like Brittany Spears… you know? Kill 

them all… so Art is going out and fucking Kate 

Moss? I don’t care about that. Jesus Christ, that’s 

what everybody on TV does.” 

—Mike Kelley, 2004



“And yet it also pleases me and seems right that 

what is of value and wisdom to one man seems 

nonsense to another.” 

—Herman Hesse; Siddhartha



“The only social function of art is to fuck things 

up. It has no other social function. That’s why, if 

you merge it with the Entertainment Industry and 

make it about the desires of masses… it doesn’t 

have any social function. The idea about Art that 

separates itself from Politics is… Politics has 

a purpose. It’s about power relationships. Art 

doesn’t have anything about power relationships. 

It’s simply about fucking things up for the pure 

pleasure of fucking things up. It’s about analysis 

and formal scrambling… it escapes the practi-

cality of politics… and Entertainment which is 

drugging the masses. So, art should be something 

in-between that’s not practical in terms of power 

relationships because it’s fantasy… but it allows 

for power shifts over a slow time… because peo-

ple’s minds change. Entertainment never changes 

people’s minds. It just drugs them to reality.”

—Mike Kelley, 2004





“As I get older, I find myself getting angrier and 

angrier. Doubtless change itself, not to mention 

physical decline and inevitable petty tragedies of 

disappointed expectations, would have made for 

resentment in any event; but I used to be a passive 

schoolboy, my negative impulses turned obediently 

inward. Now I gaze around this increasingly un-

American America of mine, and I rage.” 

—William T. Vollmann; Riding Toward Everywhere








